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Minutes of the June 16, 2021 

The State of Ohio Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ 

Preneed Recovery Fund Committee 

 

Wednesday, June 16, 2021 
 
10:00 a.m. 
 
Pursuant to Section 4717.03 (A) of the Ohio Revised Code, the State of Ohio Board of Embalmers 
and Funeral Directors convened its regular meeting of the Board’s Preneed Recovery Fund 
Committee to discuss the Board’s business.  The meeting was conducted by means of a 
teleconference call as permitted through a provision to the Open Meetings Act. 
 
To protect the health and safety of all citizens of the state of Ohio during the ongoing declared 
pandemic and global health emergency related to COVID-19, meetings of a public body may be 
conducted by means of teleconference, video conference, or any other similar electronic 
technology in place of in-person meetings until further notice.  The ability to conduct meetings 
in such manner was enacted by the 133rd Ohio General Assembly with the passage of House Bill 
197 in response to Governor Mike DeWine’s declared emergency in Executive Order 2020-01D 
on March 9, 2020.  In November 2020, Ohio legislators passed House Bill 404 including a 
provision to extend the emergency use of conducting meetings of a public body to July 1, 2021. 
   
 
1. Convening of the Committee – Chairperson Horne 
 
Calling of the Roll 
 
Chairperson George Horne called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.  Executive Director of the 
Board Cheryl Grossman took roll call for the meeting.  The following committee members were 
in attendance of the meeting: 

 
Amanda E. Crates; George Horne; Edward C. Nurre, Jr.; Thomas Taneff 
 
Jarrod Williams of the board office staff took attendance of persons attending the committee 
meeting by teleconference.  In attendance were the following: Jack Lechner, Jr., and Elizabeth 
Williams of Cincinnati College of Mortuary Science; and Amy Baucher and Laura Dempsey of 
Ohio Funeral Directors Association. 
 
Also, in attendance were Board Members Jon Rettig, Adriana Sfalcin and William Wappner, 
Board Counselor Senior Assistant Attorney General Stephanie Slone, and Preneed Compliance 
Administrator/Analyst Derek Bogner, and Kim Bourk and Melissa Keefer of the board office staff. 
 
Mr. Horne welcomed all to the committee meeting. 
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George Horne asked committee members if all had opportunity to review the May 19, 2021, Preneed Recovery 
Fund Committee Meeting Minutes.  The committee members responded that they had. 
 
Edward Nurre moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 

May 19, 2021, Preneed Recovery Fund Committee Meeting Minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by 

Amanda Crates.  Mr. Horne asked for discussion on the motion.  There was none.   

 

Motion by Edward Nurre, second by Amanda Crates 

Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre, Thomas Taneff 

Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 

 

George Horne asked Derek Bogner to introduce the first application for reimbursement from the preneed 

recovery fund for consideration.  Mr. Bogner thanked Mr. Horne and announced the Committee would begin with 

case number CO2021-10671prf.  He informed that this case was tabled at the previous committee meeting. 

 

Mr. Bogner provided a summary of his follow up efforts to obtain additional information as requested by the 

committee.  

 

Mr. Horne reminded all that this case involves missing documentation of the preneed funeral contract.  He added, 

for this reason, Mr. Bogner has recommended the application for reimbursement be denied. 

 

Edward Nurre stated that there is plenty of evidence in this case to suggest misappropriation of prepaid preneed 

funeral funds occurred; However, it is unfortunate that a primary component of required documentation to 

support the application is absent. 

 

Thomas Taneff agreed with Mr. Nurre ‘s statement and remarked that precedence set by this committee, and/or 

by the Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors is important.  Mr. Taneff added that he, too, agrees with the 

recommendation from Derek Bogner.  He questioned if the committee has ever asked the applicant if they have 

applied to the Ohio Victims of Crime Compensation Program offered by the Ohio Attorney General’s Office.  There 

was discussion among the committee members about the (Victims of Crime) program. 

 

Mr. Taneff reminded all that the person who suffered the financial loss in this case is still living and recommended 

that the committee consider an award or reimbursement payment be issued directly to that person.  He suggested 

that funds not be made available to anyone other than the person. 

 

George Horne questioned if a reimbursement payment should go to their estate.  There was discussion among the 

committee members about estates. 

 

Mr. Taneff asked Board Counselor Stephanie Slone about a payment directly to the person.  Attorney Slone agreed 

that the payment, if approved and issued, should go to the still-alive person who suffered the financial loss.  She 

added that this action may help avoid concerns about liability for improper payment. 

 

Edward Nurre revisited the discussion topic about Ohio’s Victims of Crime Compensation Program.  He asked 

Thomas Taneff if the program had a minimum amount for compensation.  Mr. Taneff replied that he was unsure.  

There was discussion among the committee members about compensation amounts from the program.  George 
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Horne suggested the committee should research the program for additional information.  

 

Mr. Horned asked committee members if there was any further discussion on case number CO2021-10671prf.  

There was none. 

 

Edward Nurre moved for the committee to approve a recommendation to the Board to deny the application claim 

for reimbursement in case number CO2021-10671prf as recommended.  The motion was seconded by Thomas 

Taneff.  Mr. Horne asked for discussion on the motion.  There was none.  

 

Motion by Edward Nurre, second by Thomas Taneff 

Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre, Thomas Taneff  

Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 

 

George Horne asked Derek Bogner for the next application for consideration.  Mr. Bogner stated that the next 

case number is CO2021-3263prf. 

 

Jarrod Williams apologized to Chairperson Horne for an abrupt interruption of the meeting to announce that the 

Vern Riffe Center for Government and the Arts was experiencing a fire alarm.  Mr. Williams informed that 

occupants of the building were being instructed to exit the building.  Mr.  Williams stated that he and Melissa 

Keefer were leaving the meeting at this time and would return as soon as able.  Mr. Williams requested Derek 

Bogner to take notes for meeting minutes. 

 

Jarrod Williams and Melissa Keefer exited meeting at 10:17 a.m. 

 

Edward Nurre provided history on the funeral director involved in the case number CO2021-3263prf including 

levied fines, and jail time served as a result of a judge’s ruling in the matter. 

 

Edward Nurre moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 

Preneed Recovery Fund Application Form in compliance case number CO2021-3263prf and issue a payment in the 

amount of $8,973.75 from the preneed recovery fund.  The motion was seconded by Amanda Crates.  Mr. Horne 

asked for discussion on the motion.  There was none. 

 

Motion by Edward Nurre, second by Amanda Crates 

Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre, Thomas Taneff  

Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 

 

George Horne commended the Preneed Recovery Fund Committee and its Investigator Derek Bogner on doing a 

fine job with applications for reimbursements. 

 

Mr. Horne asked aloud if there was any further discussion before the committee.  There was none.  

 

Mr. Horne thanked all for attending the committee meeting.  He asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Edward Nurre moved for the committee to adjourn its meeting.  The motion was seconded by Amanda Crates. 
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Motion by Edward Nurre, second by Amanda Crates 

Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre, Thomas Taneff 

Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 

 

June 16, 2021, meeting of the Preneed Recovery Fund Committee adjourned at 10:22 a.m. 

 

 


